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Dear Kenny,

Please allow me to introduce myself: my name is Su-Jen Rocovits and I am a Mandarin teacher at the Lower
School in Taipei American School (TAS).

I'm writing this letter to share with you a story about Mother’s Day. A few years ago, I attended a workshop
on potential exploiture. In one of the sessions, the counselor asked us a question and told us not to answer right
away; instead, we were to quietly think over our answer that evening. Here is the question: who’s the person that
symbolizes Mother's Day to you? We had to name the person that came into our mind first- I was shocked that
my answer was Alana’s mother! The counselor then asked us to go back and ponder on our answers if they were
not our own mothers and requested us to share our analysis with the group on the next day.

I was not only astonished by my answer but felt incredibly guilty about it. My mom, even in her 80°s, still
took the time and effort to prepare nutritious lunch boxes and brought them to TAS to me! How could I possibly
show so little gratitude to her all she has done for me? I couldn’t control myself but wept when I thought of this
that evening.

So I decided to think through it more deeply as to why it wasn't my own mother that came to my mind. I
recalled the first time I met Joanna was at the door of a kindergarten classroom. She handed me a blue folder
that wrote “hold me tight” and invited me to join a meeting. Inside the folder was information about cochlear
implants. I will never forget how Joanna confidently explained to the meeting attendees the functions of cochlear
implants and things instructors should take heed of in working with this device.

If T were Alana, I am sure that my mother, like most Asian moms, would choose to keep me secluded from
the rest of the world to protect me and shield the family from shame, believing that the hearing impairment
was a curse from God. But Alana’s mother chose to face this reality; moreover, she was adamant in secking
professional help on this. This is something that I believe most mothers I know do not have the courage to do.
We-often stood in front of the classroom discussing Alana’s learning progress and how to tell from her facial
expression if she had mischievously turned off the receiver to avoid the scolding or nagging of her teachers.
Sometimes we had a great laugh when we discovered that Alana probably knew how many times 1 flushed the
toilet because 1 forgot to turn off the microphone when I went to the restroom!

This mother not only defended the rights for her own daughter but also extended her love to the children
in Taiwan by providing them cochlear implant devices and establishing Children’s Hearing Foundation to assist
more families with similar needs. I was more relieved after analyzing my thoughts: in my view, Alana’s mother
represents Mother’s Day because she loved her daughter and family dearly and even the children in Taiwan.
Every time when I walk by the library in memorial 'of her, I always stop to take a glance at Joanna’s photo,
admiring her beauty and thanking her for her gift and legacy.

I have a collection of folders with Oriental totems on them, but this file folder with “hold me tight” written
on it has-always been the one I cherish the most. And now I'd like to give this folder back to Alana and tell her
how lucky she is to have such a mother. Also, because the message the folder carries is already embedded in my

heart, I no longer need this folder as a reminder.

I wrote this letter at my mom’s dresser when I was with her in Kaohsiung on Tomb Sweeping Day this past
spring break. Mother’s Day is coming in the next month: Let us wish all the mothers in the world a happy
Mother’s Day!

Best Regards,

Su-Jen Rocovits
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