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"Well done * thou good and faithful servant......

Enter thou into the joy of the Lord" ( Matt 25. : 21)
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Joanna
By Valerie Nichols (Joanna's sister)

Sweetness, with goodness radiating out, all who
knew Joanna felt the rays of her love and warm
heartedness. This goodness was coupled with the
strength to carry out her desire to give goodness to
those she met, and the talent to make it a reality.

This is a very rare combination indeed.

Joanna was born in 1954, in Hemet California,
the first child of Donald and Naomi Nichols. She
grew up in Orange County, in Southern California
(near Disneyland!) and in Oregon.

Her talent for languages became evident in her
first year at University. She started out majoring in
International Affairs, but soon changed to Spanish.
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This love of Spanish and indeed all languages led
her to spend the 4 years of her University study in
4 different countries! Upon graduation, she held a
degree in Spanish and had spent one year each in
the US, in Costa Rica, in England and in Spain.
She had traveled around the world, and was able
to speak 5 languages- Spanish, French, ltalian,

Portuguese and English.

In her third year of University, she began study-
ing Mandarin, as an outside interest. Her Chinese
teacher was from Taiwan. Upon graduation from
University, Joanna first spent some time in Paris,
brushing up her French, and then came to Taiwan

in December 1978 to improve her Chinese.

The rest is almost legend. Now that she is no
longer here to stop me and exhort me to be modest
about her, I can brag about how she got a job at
Texma, a local textile importer, in Taipei. How she
became so fluent in Mandarin, that locals would
call her on the phone to hear this foreigner who

spoken Mandarin just like a Taiwanese.

In 1983 she married Kenny Cheng, and they
started their own stroller manufacturing company
in Taiwan. Kenny's business acumen and engi-
neering background, combined with Joanna's abil-
ity with people and langnages were a winning
combination, and Wonderland became a very suc-

cessful company.

In 1988, Joanna and Kenny's first child was
born, Joy. She is precious to all of us. In 1991,
their second child, Alana, was born. At the age of
| year, it was discovered that Alana was deal. At
age 2, Alana had a cochlear implant put in and
was taught using auditory- verbal methods. Alana
can now talk on the phone and attends a normal
English speaking school. The success of this
method with Alana, and Joanna's desire that other
mothers who had deaf children should have access

to this method in Taiwan, prompted her
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to set up the Children's Hearing Foundation.

The benefit to so many of this foundation is
well known. It's importance was recognized when
the- then President Lee, of Taiwan, did the founda-

tion the honor of visiting.

Joanna was first diagnosed with breast cancer in
September 1999.

esteemed hospitals in Taiwan, and was told, that

She visited three highly

even with surgery, and severe chemotherapy, she

had 50% chance of 5 year survival.

Joanna and her family were vegetarians, and
preferred to improve health by natural and dietary
means when possible. She chose to undertake
treatment in Tucson, Arizona (USA) with a
Medical Doctor who used natural methods and

promised a 70% chance of cure.

Joanna's cancer was very aggressive. These
natural methods failed to halt it, so she returned to
Taiwan to have conventional chemotherapy. She
started this in March 2000.

At first the therapy worked well. The
chemotherapy was very effective against the can-
cer and Joanna's careful attention to her health

kept many of the worst side effects at bay.

However in November, the cancer returned, and

the chemotherapy drugs were no longer effective.

None of this dimmed Joanna's love and enthusi-
asm for life nor her search for the reality, for the
truth of the world. She continued her deep medi-
tation, her study of sacred books in Buddhism,

Christianity, and of the Indian Guru, Sai Baba.

Joanna spent Christmas of 2000 in Australia,
surrounded by Kenny, her children, our parents,
my husband and me. We ate Christmas dinner

together in the hot Australian summer, by the
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pool.

At Chinese New Year, Joanna, Kenny and the
children went to India to visit Sai Baba at his
ashram, near Bangalore. Joanna got the most out
of life.

In February, it was discovered that the cancer
had gone to her brain. She underwent a course of
radiation, which halted it for a few months, before

the cancer returned.

In May, Joanna decided to go to hospital for a
course of stronger chemotherapy.

While undergoing this, there was a sudden
change in her condition. The doctors believe there
was bleeding of the cancer in the brain stem,
where the centers that control breathing and heart
function are. She was moved to the intensive care
section, where everything that could be done to

help her, was done. It was not enough.

She died on Thursday morning, the 7th of June,
at 9 am. Kenny had been to say good-by to her.
Later, my father and I went in. 1 felt Joanna was
very peaceful. My mother was with her at the last

moment.

We arc all feeling her loss, as are those of you
who knew her, who received even one of her
sweet smiles or kindnesses. Goodness personi-
tied, giving love to all, good company, joyous to
be around, and the dearest person in the world to
me, my sister Joanna. She is now gone. We will
mourn her for a long long time, but through all

this sadness will come shining the light of her life.
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By Judith L Simser

Joanna how do T love thee? Let me count the

ways.

Firstly as a parent. Your daughter was found to
be profoundly deaf. When Alana was one a half,
you sought my help while I was a professional lec-
turing in America. You were decisive, you had
learned all you could about choices for children
who are deaf and you wanted your child who was
deaf to listen and speak. Joanna, you were oh so
persuasive, "Taiwan is a beautiful country with
most importantly, wonderfully caring people but
also with fantastic food." How accurate you were!
You were undaunted, your child had no residual
hearing but you sought medical advice frem near
and far and obtained a cochlear implant for her.
Alana had new hearing potential and an exciting

new lease on life.

Secondly I love thee as a dedicated, devoted
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and determined mother. Joanna, with the help of
your family and parents, naturally in your home
environment, you dedicated yourself to teaching
Alana how to listen, develop spoken language and
happily integrate into the hearing world. Your
You

and your family with your positive and "can do"

daughter had common cavities, no cochlea!
attitude overcame all odds. Alana is now able to
talk on the telephone and is successfully main-
streamed into a normal school. Through your lov-
ing nurture, Alana and your daughter Joy exhibit
much of your love of life and your strong, capable
characteristics.

Thirdly as a colleague. Joanna, you had a
dream! In twenty years, all the deaf children of
Taiwan would be able to listen and speak.
Unselfishly you wanted the children of Taiwan to
have the same opportunities as your daughter.
You and your husband Kenny established the
Children's Hearing Foundation that in three years
would change the lives of many children with
hearing impairment and their families. You and I
How blessed I

was! We learned and laughed together. We expe-

worked hand in hand; side by side.

rienced the joy and reward as each new deaf child
began to listen. I know you are smiling from
As a

fellow parent of a child with hearing impairment

above as important first words are spoken.

you helped to inspire so many beginning parents
You had

You always saw

with gentle encouragement and hope.
wonderful interpersonal skills.
the best in people and you were able to coax out
those attributes. The staff grew in confidence and
leadership under your caring guidance and is for-
ever grateful. Today they are carrying on the lega-

cy that you and your husband created.

Lastly I love thee as a very special friend... A
friendship that will last forever. Your memory
will remain with me and I celebrate the joy of our
close relationship. T am truly thankful.

Love Judy
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My dear "Lady

Who now rests in peace in the Lord
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